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or it passionately desires to end there. It has 
to begin with an isolation of a person alone in the wilder- 
tempted on a high tower, and in the end carrying his 
cross to his ultimate destiny. If it cannot begin with 
the vision of that then it hardly knows, in great measure, 
what it is talking about. : 


THE SPIRITUAL SENSE 
By William Lloyd 


history of religion has been, for one thing, largely a 
history of false alarms. Again and again the enemy has 

and stormed positions supposed to be vital for de- 
fence, to discover that the captive they hoped to make was not 


there. The history of that defence is indeed strange. We see 
men in turn entrenching religion behind an infallible Church ; 
again building around her a rampart of Infallible Bibles ; or 
again barring the way of attack by ramparts of metaphysics. 
But when the fight is hottest and the defences seem to be giving 
way at every point, behold, the beleaguered one is walking 
i unhurt through the very ranks of the foe. 


proportion as their 

The point here 
exactly our i 
people. . There are races 
tion. But always in proportion as the gift is developed does 
there come the sense of the reality of its outer source, the 
sense that the music is a true witness to it. Our ignorance or 
indifference makes no difference to the objective fact. 

What music has already accomplished is evidence, then, for 
one thing, of its future general predominance, and for another, 
of its perfect correspondence with a harmonic system outside 
of man, deeper and wider than himself. 


function of the soul with which I am now trying to deal. It 
means neither more nor less than the spiritual sense, the 
faculty of response in man to the spiritual world around him. 
Like the musical faculty, it has been slow in its emergence. 
For long ages of his history man seems to have felt no stir 
of it within him. Even now it is most irregularly distributed. 
In multitudes it seems entirely dormant, if at all existent. In a 
few it has exhibited itself from time to time in a commanding 
and over-powering potency. The parallel, so far, seems com- 


Can we go further and say that as with the musical 
faculty, the inner affirmation of this sense can be trusted as 
corresponding always to an outer reality ? Here lies the whole | 
religious question. And the answer tends more and more to an 
affirmative. The one thing for the religious teacher to accom- 
plish, says Schleiermacher, is to reach that stratum of the con- 
sciousness where this sacred instinct lies concealed. What else 
was Crist’s attitude to the spiritual Universe but a mystical 
one? What revelation had he to offer except the response of 
his spiri ual sense to the infinite spiritual system which corres- 
ponded to it ? That is mysticism and no.one will ever eliminate 
it from the essence of religion. 


* 

What is the function of this spiritual sense, and how does 
it affirm its authority? We have only to look carefully at its 
operation in ourselves to discover at once how absolutely 
different it is from the processes of mere reasoning. It mingles 
at every point with reasoning, but is in itself as distinct from it 
as is the emotion raised by a Beethoven Sonata. 

One might describe it as the soul’s thrill at the approach 
of the Divine. 


external world, with its natural forces, as the veil of a supreme 
thought and love, of man as in himself a revelation of God, and 
as in immediate contact with God. 


382 
At last men are beginning to discover the blunder they 
have been making. The truth is beginning to dawn that while 
the Church, Bible, history and philosophy have all their 
religious uses, it is not upon any of them that religion ulti- 
mately rests. The final evidence lies in the existence in 
| humanity of “ the spiritual sense.” 
What is meant by this will perhaps be best indicated if 
a parallel is mentioned. We all know what is meant by the 
stands how intimately it is allied to purely intellectual processes words. Retigsous history is the story of the great creative spirits 
. But the prospects of music as a force rest upon none of these ee ee 
things. They rest on its appeal to a distinct, fundamental, : ; é 
tes tho cnt What in varying degrees was realized by these founders, 
something in us responds. And the response is peculiar. It is and by Christ in a transcendary degree, was a sense of the 
not an answer of the intellect, the sensation of a problem Universe as spiritual, of holiness as the supreme value, of the 
solved, or the stir of any of the senses. It is a deep thrill of 
consciousness, unique, different from anything else, unable to 
interpret itself in any other way except than that it is an 
answer. And the answer is to some external reality that fits 
| exactly this special quality of the soul. As the harmonic sense COMMENT 
| higher musical genius, it becomes even more vividly 
conscious of this external reality that answers to it. The musical A Catholic Mayor and an Anglican Bishop 
creators, so-called, create nothing. They only discover what is A ROMAN CATHOLIC Mayor of a Cathedral city recently 
there already. They find a harmonic Universe with its laws caused considerable annoyance to many of the citizens, 
framed, from eternity, becoming even more wonderful in because he refused to follow the usual custom of going to the 
pathies in such a case are with the Mayor; but only a few 
days ago an incident occurred at Walsall, where the Roman 
Catholic Mayor refused to be present at the civic welcome that 
the Council gave the newly enthroned Bishop of Lichfield, in 
many other Mayors he was present 
explanation of what seems to be an - 
: “I had the chaplain’s per- 
at the enthronement.” If a Council 
: man, it is, surely, the Mayor’s 
when there is no religious ob- 
the function. The Wethodist Recorder 
this incident: “It all leads to the 
full power in this country, to what 
* 
What has this to do with religion and the spiritual sense ? . “ 
sense in relation to its world is the counterpart of that November 30, 
| played by the spiritual sense mpeg ap Faith in Natal. The event was important for Colenso’s intel- 
its primitive and Biblical signification stands fo: the precise 


Genesis into the Zulu tongue led him into contact with an 
unlettered but intelligent young Zulu, whose searching ques- 
tions led him to question such narratives as that of the Flood 
in the Book of Genesis, and so to antagonize the leaders of the 
Church of England. It is noteworthy, too, that Colenso was 
accused of being critical of the practice of offering direct wor- 
ship to Christ. The Spectator declared that “ the whole liturgy 
of the Church of England ... is founded on prayer to 
Christ.” Dean Stanley, on the other hand, declared to Con- 
vocation (in 1866) that it has been the rule of the English 
Church and Western Christendom generally, “to address 
prayer and praises directly to the First Person in the Trinity, 
through, and not to, the Second.” 


The other centenary is that of the expulsion of F. D. 
Maurice from his professorship of English Literature and 
Ecclesiastical rari he, King’s College, London, on account 
of his disbelief in doctrine of Eternal Punishment. The 
views of both of these great men for which they incurred the 
enmity of the Bishops, are now accepted and taken for granted 
by most intelligent people, but a hundred years ago it needed 
considerable courage fo advocate them in an orthodox environ- 
ment. We have been hearing a good deal lately about tolera- 
tion : Maurice’s dictum is worth repetition : “I have tolerance, 
not upon the uncertainty of truth, but upon its certainty ; not 
upon the absence of a revelation of it, but upon the existence of 


a revelation, and upon the promise that the Spirit of Truth 


shall guide us into the perception of it.” 
North Atlantic Troops Abroad — 
A GREAT deal has been written and spoken about the effect 
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So far nothing much seems to have been done—in striking 
contrast to the action of the Belgian and United States Govern- 
ments respectively when similar disasters occurred in om af 
in 1930, and in Pennsylvania in 1948. Although the total deaths 
in these two cases numbered not more than 80, the incidents 
were regarded as national disasters, and were immediately 
inquired into by experts. It is said that the material damage 
alone caused by fog is estimated at £150,000,000—most of it 
preventable. Commentator. 


CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES 
RECONSIDERED 


3. THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
AND THE ATONEMENT 
By Sidney Spencer ; 
“| BELIEVE in the forgiveness of sins”: this is an article 
of faith which belongs not simply to the creed of the 
church as it has been formulated historically but to the essen- 
tial faith of Christ. Jesus laid the greatest stress on forgiveness. 
He included a petition for forgiveness in the prayer which he 
taught his disciples; he made forgiveness the theme of one 
of the greatest of his parables; he proclaimed forgiveness, 
and not merely taught it. 

The parable of The Prodigal Son sums up the nature of 
sin and forgiveness as Jesus conceived it. Sin for Jesus is, in 
its essence, an attitude or state of the soul. The Prodigal Son 
g es into the Far Country ; man, who is made for union with 
God, alienates himself the di 


giving. But in course of time he finds out his 
came to himself.” He returns to his father who meets him 
the way. The meaning of forgiveness, as Jesus 


is shown with wonderful clearness in the attitude of the father 
—* this, m was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.” The father rejoices (with exceeding great joy) 


man 

is always the possibility of rising beyond it; there is always 

the possibility of repenting and returning to the Father. It 

our 


no doubt that one of the most difficult problems arises from a 
the break in their normal family and social relationships. It 
is satisfactory to hear that this problem was considered recently ra 
at the headquarters of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. ~an 
The problem here in Britain is relatively simple, for the troops fl 
mainly concerned do not differ appreciably from ourselves ‘he 
in language and outlook. Air Chief Marshal Sir George Pirie i 
spoke about what had been done to bring the American service- over his sons return. As Jesus said im another plac 4 
men into contact with ordinary British social life. On account is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents,” and * 
of high American pay, the wrong sort of women were apt to swallows up the pain and sorrow of the wrong th: rf 
be attracted to American bases ; but as a result of co-operation before. 
English-Speaking nion, omen’s People sometimes sa 
y that talk of forgiveness is mere sen- 
their at such That very fact, of 
course, may worry the parents of some young women who Gut he 
‘such d but ti is all the diff re a id saw something the tragedy need not be final ; : 
between the present situation and the emotional atmosphere of 7 
a hot war. ? 
Fog and [lines 4 
Medical for the Couaty of London, the statutory our heart and soul to Him. 
body under the Health Act to represent the 6/000 * 
doctors in Greater London, has passed a resolution expressing The love of God, as Jesus ready | 
anxiety at the possibility of a recurrence of last December's the souls of men. so 
fog in London, and calling for immediate action by the eagerly as God himself desires to bring men to the knowledge 
Government to prevent a recurrence of the disaster. It is said of Himself. God is always ready, but we are very unready. 
doctors from reaching patients who urgently them. a very different outlook. As it was formulated in the Con- | 
The of fessions of Faith of the 16th and 17th centuries, its keynote 
as a national | la Nie. See Ceees afer of his Father,” it is said in the Westminster Confession. That 
the event, the Parliament Secoctey the Ministry of is to say, the Atonement is a legal transaction. The divine 
and to consider preventive measures. To pay the price of sm” 
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Pos demanded a pie, before he could be reconciled to man. 

The outlook of Jesus and his early followers was widely 
different from this. “ Repent,” cried Peter to the men of 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, “ and turn again, that your 
sins May be blotted out.” In place of a sovereign demanding 
justice, Jesus shows us God as infinite Lover, seeking to over- 
come our alienation and to win us for Himself. 


But what does restoration of unity involve? How does 
God win us for Himself? The traditional doctrine has another 
aspect : God gave Himself in Christ to redeem the world. In 
the words of Paul, “ God commends His love for us in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” The death of 
Christ from this point of view was not a satisfaction or com- 
pensation for sin paid to an angry God; it was in some way 
the > Th ea of God Himself to deliver us from our 


alienation. 


* 


What is the truth of the matter ? Consider first of all the 
historical facts. What was the attitude of Jesus himself ? Jesus 
seems to have thought of himself as the Messiah—the divinely 
appointed Leader and Deliverer of his péople. It was com- 
monly believed that the Messiah would establish his power 
and inaugurate the Kingdom of God by the sword. Jesus was 
a Messiah of a new kind. He came to win men by the power 
of his love, and if need be by suffering and death. Jesus was 
deeply influenced by the picture of the Suffering Servant of 
God in Isaiah 53. The Servant of God is depicted there as 
suffering through the sins of his people, not through his own. 
The passage reflects the experience of prophets like Jeremiah— 
martyrs of truth and righteousness. Jesus belonged to the same 

The Servant of God moreover is depicted as win- 


succession. 
ning men for God by the power of his suffering. “ By his 


stripes we are healed ”: 


way that martyrs and saints have continually given themselves, 
in fife and death, to help and to bless their fellow-men. 


(This article will be concluded next week.) 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AT NOTTINGHAM 


Council Meeting and Autumnal Service 


OF Bier, the General Assembly Council met 
conducted the opening devotions. The President, the Rev. 
Crabtree, gave a full account of his many visits to 
report of the Ald ond Dewlopmcat Com- 
report 0 
mittee showed a good : 
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persed List to the full Roll; that the Revs, F. W. Barr (Stock- 
ton), R. E. Goddard (Leigh), Winifred J. L. Hazlehurst (Hor- 
wich), D. P. Maw (Blackfriars and Hampstead), G. W. Petts 
(Ashton and Mottram), and A. P. Hewett (Assistant at 
Montreal) were recommended for recognition by the Assembly; 
that Mrs. Prudence Smith, M.A., and Mr. H. N. Bacon (Yar- 
mouth) are recommended as Lay Pastors, and Miss M. 
Griffiths (Southend) is recommended as Lay-Preacher-in- 
Charge. The report was approved. 


The Finance and General Purposes Committee report wes 
presented by Dr. Tarrant. Approval was given t plans 
to date for the next Annual Meetings. There is to be an 
exchange of visitors next year with the A.U.A. The Rev. 

E. G. Lee will visit American and Canadian Churches and the 
Annual Meetings at Boston, and the Rev. Raymond Johnson, © 


Director of the Department of the Ministry, will visit this 


country in the autumn. The Publications Committee reported 
new and enlarged editions of Hymns for Special Occasions and 
Christmas Hymns and Carols, each in an eight page format 
and containing 28 and 30 hymns respectively. A new work by 
Dr. S. H. Mellone on Early Christian Thought has been ac- 
cepted for publication, and two new volumes in the Religion 
in a Changing World series will shortly appear. Mr. R. P. 
Jones presented the report of the Sustentation Fund showing 
the list of grants made in July. 


Dr. Tarrant called attention to the forthcoming retirement 
of Miss G. L. Knighton, and it was resolved that the best 
thanks of the Assembly be given to her for her cheerful and 
helpful services over the past seven years, and all good wishes 
for a happy retirement. 


_ Dr. Tarrant presented the report of the Special Committee 
the Constitution, the 


It was reported that to date the individual response to the 
Silver Jubilee Appeal had reached £350 and that a number 
of Church Collections showed a welcome increase on recent 


In the evening the service of Welcome and Recognition 
into the Ministry was held when the four candidates present 


| remainder of the mo being left to 
are led to repent of their wrongs. The method of the Servant new proposals took into account the discussion at 
was the method of Ghandi—* Satyagraha,” conquest by the Annual Meetings and it is suggested that the Council should 
patient endurance of suffering. That was the method of Jesus by future by the 
District Associations; one member each appointed by the 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland and the 
Scottish Unitarian Association; one member each appointed by 
t y Association, nitarian s 
eee he Sunday School iation. the Unitari Young People’ 
League and the Women’s League; the Honorary and 
six members co-opted by the Council, making a total of fifty- 
four. It is also suggested that the rule dealing with Associate 
Members should be amended to make clear that they have the 
right to speak at Annual Meetings, but not to vote or to 
resolutions. After discussion the Council declined to 
‘ ening weaker causes. It was also reported that this year there a 
had been services broadcast from Monton, Highgate, Leicester, Vallance in his address based on Philippians ii 1-2 said that 
Great Meeting, and Lewin's Mead, Bristol ; more than in any service 
other year since broadcasting began. The Overseas and of 
| Foreign Committee report stated that the Conference on and assured them of the support of the Assembly, of the help 
Toleration at Geneva had been a success and that the pos- and interest of the Ministry Committee, the Ministerial Fellow- 
sibility of a visit to Czechoslavakia and Hungary by a member ip, and the various Fraternals. “ But, remember, too, to- 
Miss ight is a night of joy for us, for have come to join our 
Barr had received a special grant of from the Canadian 
3 Unitarian Service Committee for one year to enable her to workers. How glad we are to welcome you! Remember this 
have the services of a nurse to train Khasi girls in nursing and service with joy. And God bless you now, and always.” 
4 midwifery. Mr. Bruce Findlow, B.A., who is spending a year The ri eo whale - 
in the Khasi Hills is to come to this country next year to enter ; Fichness of the whole service was greatly enhanced 
" M.C. to train for the ministry. Miss Barr is to be asked to by the singing of the choir. 
4 pe ee Assembly at the Anniversary Celebrations Miss Wilford, on behalf of the High Pavement Congrega- 
tion, welcomed the Council, and the ladies provided an excel- 
= Committee reported that the Rev. A. B. I has returned lent tea, for which the President rendered the thanks of all 
3 to the active ministry and will be transferred from the Supple- present. . 
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On Being 


Sir.—The Rev. J. Keir Murren thinks that I 
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truly free 


should make 


uare, London, W.C.1. They should not in 


general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


q 


= 
= 
3 
3 
3 
= 


= 


Secondly, I hold a very different view of salvation, still believ- 
ing in Salvation by Character, old-fashioned though it may be. 


The attention of correspondents is drawn to the last sentence 


of the above notice. 


Thirdly 


q 
First of all, I believe that my views on the Godhead are very + | 
different from those of my orthodox brethren. I do not accept ale 
a Trinity, nor can I subscribe to any view which considers God as he 
— 


19:53 
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THE LINDSEY PRESS; 


There are now four hymn sheets in the eight-page 
format, suitable for placing in pews. These are 


New and revised edition (28 hymns) 
Hymns for Special Occasions 
New and revised edition (30 hymns) 

The revised editions of the last two listed above, have 


only just been issued. Send for sample i The 
price of oil four is 306. 64. por 160, 64. for 
extra. 


MAIDSTONE UNITARIAN CHURCH 
Sale of Work 


_ To be held at 3 pm. on 
Saturday, November 21, 1953 


PEOPLES 


“PLATT CHAPEL - MANCHESTER 


A BAZAAR | 
' will be held on Saturday, November 21 
in the Portland Grove Schools, Fallowfield 
to be opened at 3 p.m. by the 
_ Mayor AND MAYORESS OF TODMORDEN 
- (Councillor A. Newall, J.P., and Mrs. Newall) 


Gifts of Goods will be gratefully received by— 
MRS. NEWTON, The Cottage, Ladybarn Road, Manchester 14 


_— Croydon Free Christian Church 
BAZAAR | 

. 3 p.m., November 21, at | 

Dennetr HALL, DENNETT ROAD, BroaD GREEN, CROYDON 
Opener: MRS. J. P. CHALK 


FELLOWSHIP through RELIGION 


OF ALL FAITHS 
SERVICE 
at 


LEWISHAM UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(High Street, Lewisham, next to Central Library) 


on Wednesday, November 25, 1953, at 8 p.m. 


READINGS FROM WORLD SCRIPTURES 
by RABBI JOHN RAYNER, B.A. 
MAUNG MAUNG JI, M.A. 

REV. DAVID P. OSBORN, B.A. B.D. 


Hymns for Festivals and Anniversaries 
(30 hymns) 
Selected Hymns 
from Hymns of Worship 
| (30 hymns) 
Christmas Hymns and Carcs 
HE LINDSEY PR 
14 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, 
MRS. JULIEN GREENHILL 
of Hastings 
Mrs. Muriel Halton, 49 Hoads Wood Road, Hastings 
Accommodation 
Reapers nceding warmth and comfort with absence of fogs 
brochures as). Twin-bedded rooms os. Preacher—REV. H. STEWART CARTER, M.A. 
Mest ot Vegetarian Used by for Liberal Christianity and Religious Freedom) 
wurst P/Hore:, Seafront, St. Best position 3 TRANSACTIONS OF 
Novesaper !! im@fterest to those who have not 
had a Toi x Part 3 1953 
£4 Gd; Editer: De. 
above. CONTENTS 
(1664-1738) an Bolam. 
CHRISTMAS CARDS. For samples usable aftrac- MacciesFip’s Fmsr Lismer Short. 
of The Unt New Rosp, A Short 
Rewews — Nore Our — Lest of Orricess — 
Reroat Accounts. 
: church or minister; and whee she removed with Issued only to members of the Society. is 7s. 64. 
| New Hall | EMEPSON—On October 28, 1953. at 41 Top 


